Information on a "Proposal for a Council Directive concerning the status of third-country nationals who are long-term residents"

Adopted in the European Parliament on 6th February 2002.  (Consultation procedure)

 What is a third-country national? 

A third-country national is someone who is not a citizen of any EU country, but a national of another country.


Who would qualify for 'long-term resident' status?

Only those third-country nationals who have resided legally and continuously for at least five years in a Member State of the European Union.

What is the aim of the Directive?

The aim of the proposal is to approximate national legislation and practice regarding the granting of long-term resident status to third-country nationals who are legally resident in the country in question, as well as to determine the conditions under which they may reside in an EU state other than the one which first granted them this status. The overriding philosophy is one of the importance of aiding the integration of long-term residents in EU countries, which bring the greatest benefits to both the third-country nationals in question and the host societies.

What kind of aspects does the proposal cover and what did the European Parliament include?

Granting of the status: Under the Commission proposal, national authorities must examine an application within six months after it has been lodged and issue a residence permit valid for ten years. Such long-term residents would be able to exercise the right of residence in the territory of other Member States for a period exceeding three months but subject to a number of conditions. The Greens are pleased that in the vote on 5th February, Parliament decided that language acquisition should not be a prerequisite for eligibility.

Content of the status: The proposal provides for long-term residents to enjoy equal treatment with nationals in employment, education, social protection and assistance, social and tax benefits, freedom of association and the right to join trade unions. Parliament agreed that this should be extended to include participation in public life at local level, exercise of cultural and religious activities as well as a right of access to the law. It also stated that Member States shall take the measures required to prevent discrimination in practice and to remedy cases of discrimination.

What are the main issues for the Greens?

The Greens' priority is to introduce a more positive, objective picture of immigration to counteract the prejudiced, negative views espoused by a significant proportion of politicians. This is based on respect for the rights of all individuals, whether or not they are citizens of the European Union. 

Most of the amendments submitted by Jean and the Green group concentrated on equal rights for long-term residents, as well as on protection against the deportation of refugees and of second-generation immigrants. They strongly opposed amendments submitted by others groups trying introduce new sources of threat linked to terrorism, used to justify more restrictive rules.
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