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                  Barcelona European Spring Council 15 and 16 March 2002








The European Parliament





- having regard to the Conclusions of the Presidency, European Council Barcelona, 16 and 16 March 2002-03-17





- having regard to resolution by the European Parliament’s resolution on “Financing of development aid with a view to the UN International Conference in Monterrey” 








Environmental , employment and social affairs and economic aspects





Environment and sustainable development





Expresses its dissatisfaction that the commitment made last year in Gothenburg for each Spring Council to be dedicated to sustainable development has already been abandoned, is therefore deeply disappointed that so little time was devoted to this subject at the Barcelona spring council. Despite paying lip-service to putting the environmental dimension on an equal footing with the economic and social dimension, it has failed to agree on concrete steps towards sustainable development; considers that ambitious international initiatives are required if the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg later this year is to succeed in setting the world on a truly sustainable path.








Notes similarly that the Commission has barely mentioned sustainable development in its synthesis report preparing the Barcelona Council, urges the Commission in its next synthesis report to systematically analyse all the Gothenburg objectives, using relevant indicators;





Notes that while EcoFin Ministers were present in the Barcelona Council meeting, Environment and Social Affairs Ministers were excluded;





Believes that the environmental indicators developed by the Commission and included in the list of structural indicators (see COM(2001) 619) are a good first step for future assessments of sustainable development, provided that the number of indicators used for assessing the environmental aspects of sustainable development are increased (in particular, those relating to bio-diversity); notes, contrary to Commission’s earlier statements, that there is a lot of data available on this first set of indicators  through the work of Eurostat and the EEA;





Notes that the involvement of all stakeholders in a transparent manner is a prerequisite for credible work on sustainable development and is worried by the fact that the Commission has failed to consult so far on its work on SD; believes that the European Parliament can play an important role in this process;





Welcomes the ratification by the European Union on 4th March 2002 and asks Member States to finalise their national ratification processes as soon as possible, and the latest by June 2002, to allow for an entry into force of the Kyoto Protocol at the World Summit on Sustainable Development;





Welcomes the fact that the European Council has postponed its conclusions on the World Summit on Sustainable Development to the June Sevilla Council, to allow for a full consultation at EU level on the recently adopted Commission’s communication “Towards a global partnership for Sustainable Development”; calls for the fullest possible preparations within the EU institutions and undertakes to hold a full debate on this subject at his May plenary;





Hopes that in the further preparations for Johannesburg, now to be finalised at the Seville Council in June, the EU will actually recognise that sustainability is not primarily about economic growth but about restructuring the global agenda so that economic and trade policies serve social and environmental objectives, and not the other way round. Without this fundamental change in perspective, neither the EU nor the WSSD itself will contribute anything of substance to the future well-being of the planet.








Employment and social affairs





Welcomes the Councils’ commitment to full employment and their confirmation to create more and better jobs, underlines that improving the quality of employment will make an important contribution to sustainable development both economically, socially and environmentally; regards as totally unacceptable that quality of work is not explicitly mentioned in the Commission’s Synthesis report for Barcelona; 





Calls on the Council to set in its mid-term-review on the Luxembourg employment strategy measurable objectives and more binding targets for better assessment on the basis of common indicators, points out that a job creating strategy based on ecological restructuring will provide the EU with hundred of thousands of new jobs,  calls also to add new elements in employment strategy like reduction of working time, quality of employment, a qualification initiative for the “knowledge based society”, ecological restructuring including eco-efficient jobs services, creating new employment by restructuring services of general interests, publicly financed employment and equal opportunities for men and women; 





Takes note of the Council’s concepts of an “active welfare state” encouraging people to work, urges the Council to guarantee that this approach will not lead to a sharp deterioration of working conditions in terms of wages, working time, social protection and workers’ rights; refers to the fact that the lack of employment and decent jobs are the problem for unemployed people in Europe and not their “insufficient occupational mobility, low levels of geographical mobility and poor access to information on mobility” as pointed out in the Commission’s Action for mobility;





Takes note of the strategies for ensuring the adequacy of pension systems as well as of health care systems and care for the elderly, emphasis that the share of the GNP necessary for financing retirement pensions will grow regardless of the design of pension systems; acknowledges the need for re-distribute policies to make solidarity financed state pension/pay-as-you-go system financially secure; 





Welcomes the introduction of a European Health Insurance Card replacing the current paper form needed for health treatment, insist that this ill not change existing rights and obligations, 





On economic affairs





Welcomes the interest that the European Council puts in the Basel Committee on Banking Supervision negociations and believes that in the wake of the Enron banckrupcy the EU should play a role of leadership in this field by rapidly adopting the directive on supervision of financial conglomerates and by then using it as a basis for negociation on the coming Basel 2004 agreements.





Welcomes the recognition that « growth today must in no event jeopardise the growth possibilities of future generations » and looks forward to the strategic integration into the economic and social spheres 





Deeply regrets that the European Council decided to postpone a decision on environmental taxes on energy products until 2004, and to link this issue with that of the liberalisation of the energy markets. 





On Services of General Interest





Accueille favorablement la décision du Conseil de demander à la Commission de présenter au Conseil de mai et au Conseil de Séville, la communication sur la méthodologie d'évaluation et une proposition de règlement d'exemption par catégories, des demandes d'aides d'état.





Se félicite de la demande du Conseil, à la Commission, de consolider, d'ici la fin de l'année, dans un projet de directive cadre, les principes relatifs aux Services d'intérêt général. Attend de cette directive cadre qu'elle fonde le rôle des services d'intérêt général pour le développement durable de l'Union. Souligne que les effets positifs d'une telle directive risquent cependant d'être compromis par la poursuite des libéralisations des services publics, secteur par secteur, hors de toute procédure reconnue d'évaluation. 








On liberalisation of the energy market





welcomes that a compromise on the opening dates has been found at Barcelona





hopes that this compromise will leave more time and attention to the structural and quality aspects of the European energy market 





welcomes that the EU Council has taken up the idea of separation of transport and distribution networks from production and supply; notes however that this has to be done in a way not to threaten the existance of smaller entities under 150.000 connected customers 





welcomes the statement on non-discriminatory access to the grid on the basis of ex-ante tariffs and reinforces that the today existing discriminations against decentralised production should also be addressed





urges Commission to consider in its yearly reports the competition aspects (market dominance aspects) and to come up with concrete proposals to prevent predadory behaviour on the market





regrets that the aspect of non-internalisation of external costs in the production of electricity has not been sufficiantly be addressed up to now and urges Council, Commission and EP to bring into legislation the proposal of a mandatory  C02 trading as quickly as possible and to come up with new proposals to address the non- internalisation of external costs of nuclear electricity production





stresses the importance of services of general interest and asks that evaluation of the quality of these is made in close consultation with the civil society (trade unions, environmental NGOs,…) 





On security of supply





asks Commission to present in close collaboration with EU member states new scenarios on future energy demand and supply before the Sevilla Council in order to base the important discussion on security of supply on reliable data





On Biotechnology





Welcomes the European Council's decision to ask the Council to examine before June 2002 the Commission's communication "Life Sciences and Biotechnology – a strategy for Europe" and to ask the Council and the Commission to develop measures and a timetable which enable Community businesses to exploit the potential of biotechnology while taking due account of the precautionary principle and meeting ethical and social concerns;





Calls on the Commission, in line with Action 17 of the Communication, to initiate without delay in partnership with Member States, farmers and other private operators, research and pilot projects and other measures to clarify the need, and possible options, for agronomic and other measures to ensure the sustainable co-existence of conventional and organic farming with the cultivation of genetically modified crops, and thus the consumers' freedom of choice;





Reiterates its call for adequate liability legislation covering environmental damage, including damage caused by GMOs;

















On Official Development Aid and Monterrey Conference 





Notes with deep concern that certain member states have sought to weaken their commitments as being subject to national budgetary constraints, welcomes the fact that the EU has for the first time set a binding Official Development Aid (ODA) target for member states which is intended to bring the Community average up to 0.39% of GNI by the end of 2006, as an interim step towards reaching the UN target of 0.7% . Regards this as only a minimum step in the desired direction, demands further action to enforce and increase these levels of contributions and reminds the under-performing member states that this still falls substantially short of the funds required to meet the Millennium Goal of reducing world poverty by 50% by 2015. 





Notes the comment that the ECOFIN Council will examine other ways of debt relief for LDCs but regrets that this contains no guidance on any further tangible public measures to be implemented.





Regards the fact that the Monterrey Summit on Finance for Development is being asked to rely on private corporate finance and investment to make up the shortfall in national public contributions as an indictment of the EU’s development policy and contradicts the objective of de-coupling aid from trade.





On the Middle East





Welcomes the adoption of UN Security Council resolution 1397 which calls for the immediate cessation of all acts of violence, affirms the vision of a region where two states, Israel and Palestine, live side by side within secure and recognised borders and calls on both parties to restart negotiations on a political settlement on the bases of the Mitchell report and the Tenet work plan;





Highlights, in this regard, the importance of the return to the region of the US Special Envoy Anthony Zinni and urges the EU High Representative of CFSP to actively cooperate with him and the UN so as to find concrete ways to implement this resolution without delay;





Calls on the Israeli government to immediately withdraw the army and the security forces from the occupied territories under the administration of the Palestinian National Authority and to stop mass detention of people, occupation and demolition of Palestinian buildings and houses and all the actions against medical and humanitarian personnel and vehicles which are making even more dramatic the toll of innocent lives paid by the Palestinian community ;





Welcomes the peace initiative of Crown Prince Abdullah of Saudi Arabia which for the first time provides the prospect for a comprehensive and long term solution of the conflict and urges the Israeli government not to miss such historic opportunity ; 





Urges the Council and the Member States to start preparing a mission of EU observers so as to monitor the situation on the ground and urges both parties to accept such initiative ;





Expresses its deep concern at the intention of the UN government to extend the fight against terror against Iraq ; warns that such action could endanger the dwindling hopes for peace in the Middle East ;





Expresses its full solidarity to the Israeli Army reservists refusing to serve in the occupied territories and regrets that the Council did not express its support to their broad social campaign to collect more signatures to their petition ; believes that conscientous objection is a concrete way of stopping violence and that their civil disobedience contributes to pave the way for peace ;  





Is convinced that peace efforts cannot be limited only to the official diplomacy but that dialogue should be resumed starting from civil society ; urges, in this respect, the Council to take into account and make the most of all the peace-oriented group of both sides working for a solution of the conflict and calls on the Commission to make more effective MEDA programmes aimed at facilitating interethnic, interreligious and intercultural dialogue ; 





On the Balkans





Welcomes all the progresses made in the region with regard, in particular, to the agreement between Serbia and Montenegro brokered by SG/HR Solana, the peace process in  Macedonia and the willingness of the EU to take up UN NATO-lead Amber Fox mission, and the EU pressure on Kosovo parliament to unblock the election of the president;





Believes that today more than ever a strong EU presence is needed in the area in order to assist and support the consolidation of democratic institutions within the framework of the Stability Pact and in the perspective of making the relations between this countries and the EU closer ;     





On Nigeria





Welcomes the expression of concern about the potential stoning of a women in Nigeria, insists that EU Member States should not be returning trafficked sex workers to Nigeria as they could suffer the same fake;








On Gibraltar





Recognises the need for a settlement concerning Gibraltar but insists that such an outcome must be supported by the population there,











