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"INJUSTICE": POLICE AND HUMAN RIGHTS IN EUROPE








Film screening and discussion                        Tuesday 5th March 2002








In the past three decades there have been 1,000 deaths in police custody in the UK. Many of the victims died following no greater offence than 'acting suspiciously' and their deaths have never been properly investigated.





As the European Union moves ever closer to forming 'an area of freedom, security and justice', as police and judicial cooperation increases, and as proposals for a European Arrest Warrant are adopted, it is crucial that we look more closely at the behaviour of European police forces. Respect for the rights of all citizens and non-citizens as enshrined in the European Convention on Human Rights must be guaranteed in all policing activities. It is clear that at present, this is not always the case.





A British film-maker, Ken Fero, has followed the campaigns for justice of some families who have had a family member die at the hands of the police. The film concentrates on the cases of three men who all died in the mid-nineties from injuries received while they were being arrested in different parts of London. 'Injustice' received a huge amount of publicity in the UK last year following police threats of legal action to cinemas planning to screen the film, resulting in the cancellation of many screenings. (See www.injusticefilm.co.uk for more info)





'Injustice' raises questions which can be applied to the European situation more generally, and which this meeting will attempt to address. The objective of the meetings, besides highlighting these issues at a European level, will be to come up with concrete ways in which the European Parliament can begin to address such problems.





Participants will include family and friends of victims, MEPs, Human Rights NGOs and journalists.











Programme on following page...






































PROGRAMME: Police and Human Rights in Europe





Tuesday 5th March








Venue: European Parliament, Rue Wiertz, Brussels





Languages: French and English interpretation will be provided.





Main Event





12.30 - 14.30:       - Showing of a short extract from the film





�  - Short panel speeches, by Brenda Weinberg and Myrna Simpson, both of whom are shown in the film and have had  family members die in police custody, a representative of the Human Rights NGO FIDH (International Human Rights Federation), and MEP Alima-Boumédienne-Thierry





			 - Open discussion 





			A sandwich lunch and drinks will be provided





Follow-up events





15.30 -17.30		Roundtable discussion with the film-maker, family members, NGOs etc


Room 


PHS 01 C 47





18.30 - 20.30	Film screening followed by 'Question and Answer' session.


Room


ASP 01 G 02








For further information contact Jean Lambert or her assistant at jelambert@europarl.eu.int, 


Tel 47507








�











  Room


  ASP 01 G 02





We would be very grateful if you could let us know if you are planning to attend the meeting and if so, which parts! Thank you.











