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The mass resignation of the last European Commission due to gross malpractice highlighted the need for transparency in the way Europe is run. The subsequent low turnout in the European elections was in some ways a result of voter apathy in the light of such incompetence and the perception  of secrecy in the EU as a whole. The increase in Green presence in the European Parliament however – with 48 MEPs the Group is now the fourth largest in the Chamber – has highlighted the very real concerns of the citizen in the environmental and consumers sphere.  Here are just some of the issues facing the European Union in which we Greens can make a real difference. 

Sustainable Development

The environment has been coming through much more strongly in the European Treaties over the last ten years, basically since the Greens arrived in some force.  Opinion polls over the years have shown that the public believes the environment is a key area where EU cooperation makes sense and that they have had some confidence in Europe to do a good job. Sustainable development is now an objective of the EU under the Amsterdam Treaty.  The new Article 6 (Tiltle 2) of the Treaty states that:

„Environmental protection…. must be integrated into the definition and implementation of the Community policies….. with a view to promoting sustainable development“.

The last Commission wrote in its Work Programme for 1999 that sustainable development was one of the fundamental challenges facing the EU.  If it is serious about that commitment it will need Greens to help achieve it and the values that it encompasses: integration of the environment and social concerns in all other policies inside and outside the EU. The European Union has enormous potential as a world leader in sustainable development, working in real partnership with the less industrialised countries. 

Globalisation

The sole purpose of the World Trade Organisation is to promote unfettered free trade around the globe and its rulings as a result systematically ignore social and environmental issues. It is time to change the EU´s attitude regarding the promotion of the global free market. The Union should promote goods and services to be produced locally wherever possible and should use its economic muscle to control multinational corporations. We as Greens will lobby to strengthen EU competition laws to limit the power of multinational corporations and push for minimum social and environmental standards to be introduced for WTO rulings. 

Public Health

The European Union must start to put public safety before commercial gain. Successive food scares have shaken the confidence of the consumer in the safety of what we eat and public opinion is hostile to the prospect of genetically modified organisms. It is for this reason that Greens in the Parliament believe firmly in the precautionary principle, that is that inventions must be proven to be safe before the environment and populations are exposed to them. 

Enlargement of the EU

Greens believe that applicant countries should all fully implement the environmental  „acquis communautaire“, (legislation) to join the Union. That means closing the dangerous nuclear plants. EU support has already been granted to this end. A short transition period may prove necessary to achieve this, to protect the fragile local economies and to help them take the path to sustainable development. 
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