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"Recognise environmental refugees!" says London's Green MEP - "Current policies are missing the point"

Refugee Week special

Jean Lambert, Green MEP for London, today launches her new report "Refugees and the Environment: the Forgotten Element of Sustainability". As we approach Refugee Week (17-23 June) the report shows that we cannot afford to carry on ignoring the increasingly close links between the environment and refugees. "Environmental problems are one of the big factors forcing people around the world to leave their homes, so unless these problems are turned around then they will carrying on leaving. Their alternative is often starvation and misery", says Mrs Lambert. "If your land was turning into desert leaving you unable to sustain a livelihood, wouldn't you leave?"

Commenting on the meeting of EU leaders in Seville next week where they will discuss immigration, she said "Tony Blair will no doubt lead calls in Seville for harsher and harsher measures to restrict illegal immigration. But in the end these policies will do little except undermine basic human rights. His narrow vision of the issue is missing the point - he is failing to address the underlying causes which include a whole host of environmental problems as well as poverty and war".  
"We read every week about the devastating environmental problems around the world, many of them caused by the effects of climate change - it doesn't take much to work out that people's lives are being affected and many have to leave their homes. So why are we doing so little?" The report calls for official recognition for environmental refugees, as "by recognising environmental refugees, you recognise the problem. By recognising the problem, you start on the road to accepting responsibility and implementing solutions".

The report also highlights the fact that many of the environmental problems leading to migration are caused directly or indirectly by the policies and practices of richer countries. "We need a fundamental rethink of our trade and investment policies as well as our attitude to climate change, or people will continue to suffer. Human beings are dependant on the environment and at the moment, we are acting as if this were not the case." "And don't forget, Europe will not be spared from the effects of climate change, " added the MEP.

ENDS

Mrs Lambert is holding a PRESS BREAKFAST to launch the report at 9.30 am on 14th June at the European Parliament UK offices, 2 Queen Anne's Gate,  London SW1H 9AA 

Some figures:

· an estimated 135 million people live in areas affected by desertification, while about one third of our planet is at some stage of becoming desert-land

· the number of people affected by weather related disasters has risen from 147 million a year to 211 million in 10 years

· 40% of the world is short of fresh water, and in 30 years this will rise to 50%. 
For more information contact Gemma Stunden on 020 7407 6269 or Kathleen Spencer Chapman on +32 2284 7507
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