EXPLICATION DE VOTE

KORHOLA REPORT ON PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN PPLANS AND PROGRAMMES

by Jean Lambert

I welcome this initiative and was very happy to support  many of the amendments and the report itself in the final vote.

I deeply regret Parliament's unwillingness to really open up access to such decisions to the widest possible number of people. The willingness of the largest Groups to maintain the restrictions to the  "concerned public", which will be defined by the Member States, is a surefire way to continue to leave certain people deeply dissatisfied and feeling sidelined. At least we managed to support the Rapporteur's proposals to have some definition as to what the "concerned public" might be.

We have also managed to argue that the relevant authorities should make some response to show that the concerns of the concerned have been heard. However, a frequent complaint is that objections were raised, but nothing happened.

Parliament has given itself little room to manoeuvre in future negotiations with Council, so I hope we shall at least maintain the limited progress made today.
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