EXPLANATION OF VOTE

Re REPORT ON EURODAC A5-0059/1999 FINAL

Rapporteur: Pinker

From: Jean Lambert – Green /EFA Group

I voted against the adoption of this report, although I welcomed many of the amendments passed by the Parliament: for example, raising the minimum age for fingerprinting from 14 to 18 and so leaving children out of this system. I also welcome the additional safeguards introduced to destroy information once the applicant has been granted asylum. The changing of the word “alien”, promoting the idea of such applicants as something other than human, is also to be welcomed.

However, I object fundamentally to treating asylum seekers as potential criminals. People arriving from  countries with repressive regimes and who have often suffered torture and the loss of family and home should not be treated as a threat, but treated with compassion and respect.

I am also concerned at the extension of the Eurodac system  to cover illegal immigrants. Such a policy can only encourage racism and xenophobia, which the EU is pledged to combat.

Therefore, I cannot support this report.
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