EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH THE COUNTRIES OF SOUTH ASIA

AND THE SOUTH ASIA ASSOCIATION FOR REGIONAL COOPERATION (SAARC)
Working group visit to Sri Lanka (Colombo, Galle, Trincomalee)

and

1st EP/Maldives Interparliamentary Meeting (Male')
20 – 29 March 2005

PROGRAMME

Sunday, 20 March

11:00
Preparatory meetings with EC Delegation and ECHO office in Colombo (Secretariat only)

Arrival of participants in Colombo airport and transfer by organized taxi to



Colombo Plaza Hotel

77, Galle road

Colombo 3

Tel : (94 11) 2320001

Fax : (94 11) 2449280

19:00
Preparatory meeting for MEPs, briefing by Head of Delegation 



Colombo Plaza Hotel



Boardroom

Monday, 21 March

09.40
Depart hotel

10:00
Briefing by EC Delegation  in Colombo 



EC Delegation office



26, Sir Marcus Fernando Mawatha, Col 7



Tel : (94-11) 267 44 13/14



Fax : (94-11) 267 88 60

11:00
Meeting with NGOs 



EC Delegation office 

12.:15
Meeting with Norwegian Ambassador



Residence of Head of Delegation



8, Bullers Lane, Colombo 7

13:45
Depart for

14:30
Courtesy visit / Informal meeting with Sri Lankan Parliament



Sri Jayawardenapura, Kotte


Courtesy call on Hon. Mr Gitanjana Gunawardana, Deputy Speaker



Hon. Speaker's Conference Room


Followed by meetings with Members of Parliament

16.00
Depart Parliament for
 

17:30
Meeting with the Leader of the Opposition, Mr Ranil Wickremesinghe



2 Cambridge Terrace, Col 7

18:00
Briefing by Member States Ambassadors (UK, NL, DE, FR, IT, SV)



Residence of Head of Delegation



8, Bullers Lane, Colombo 7

19:00
Reception hosted by Mr Wouter Wilton, Head of EC Delegation 

Tuesday, 22 March 

Visit to the tsunami-stricken areas in the district of Galle 
(South / Sinhalese / developed tourism area)

06.15
Meet in Lobby

06:30
Leave Colombo for Galle

09:00-09:30
Briefing by UNICEF officials



Light House Hotel

09:45-10:15
Visit to IDH Watte – displaced persons Camp

10:20-11:00
Visit to affected school – CWW Kannangara Vidyalaya

11:00-11:30
Visit to Mahamodara Hospital, affected by Tsunami

11:30-12:00
Briefing at WFP Galle Area Office

12.30-13:00 
Visit MPCS (Multi Purpose Cooperative Society) Store 


Habaraduwa to see storage and packing ration

13:00-13:30
Visit Heenatigala Retail Outlet to see distribution of WFP 


food ration among the beneficiaries

14:00-14:20
Meeting with Government Agent

14:30
Lunch with representatives of UNICEF

15:30
Departure for Colombo

18:30
Arrival in Colombo

Evening
Free for own arrangements

Wednesday, 23 March

05:30
Check out of Hotel and deposit luggage in van to be stored at 


EC Delegation. 

Visit to the tsunami-stricken areas in the district of Trincomalee 
(East / mixed Tamil, Muslim, and Sinhalese / Government area but with pervasive presence of LTTE in rural areas / already very underdeveloped before tsunami and having suffered from the war).

06:00
Leave Hotel to Ratmalana Airport

08:00
Flight to Trincomalee with charter flight

09:00
Arrival at China Bay Airport, Trincomalee


Members will be received by OXFAM

09:00-13:00
Visit Kinniya (South Trincomalee District)

13.00-17.00
Visit ZOA`s operation in North Trincomalee Dirstrict

17:30
Depart for Habarana

19.30 
Check in at hotel 



Habarana Lodge

P.O.Box 2, Habarana

Tel : 9411 (0) 66 227 0011/12

Fax :           66 227 0073

Evening
Free for own arrangements

Thursday, 24 March
09:00 - 11:00
Meeting with CARE staff of the AFIDACAH Project at Habarana Lodge

13:45
Depart for Dambulla


Cultural visits in and rural areas around Sigiriya 

18:30
Check in at hotel



Kandalama Hotel Dambulla

Tel: 941 (0) 66 22 841 00

Fax             66 22 841 09

Evening
Free for own arrangements

Friday, 25 March

10:00
Departure for Colombo

16:00
Meeting with Press (Daily News)

16:10
Meeting with the Maldivian Democratic Party 



EC Delegation office



26, Sir Marcus Fernando Mawatha, Col 7



Tel : (94-11) 267 44 13/14



Fax : (94-11) 267 88 60

17.00
Depart for Katunayake Airport

19:05
Depart for Male' with flight UL 103

19:30
Arrival at Male' airport to be welcomed by Mr Mohamed Nasheed, Secretary General of the People’s Majlis and Mr Hussein Shihab, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and transfer to hotel



Bandos Island Resort

21:00
Reception and Dinner hosted by Honourable Ahmed Zahir, Speaker of the People’s Majlis




Bandos Island Resort

Saturday, 26 March 2005

09:00
Depart Resort for

09:30 – 10:30
Briefing by Mr Hassan Saeed, Attorney General, and a panel comprising the Strategic Communications Unit of the President’s Office, and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on the agenda for democracy, human rights and reform



Dharubaaruge, National Convention Centre

10:35 – 11:00
Tour of Male’

11:00 – 11:45
Presentation on the damage to the Maldives by the tsunami disaster and the need for disaster relief and long term economic recovery and reconstruction and meeting with the Task Force Committee 



Dharubaaruge, National Convention Centre

12:15 – 12:30
Courtesy Call on Honourable Ahmed Abdulla, Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs

13:00
Working Lunch hosted by Honourable Hamdun Hameed, Minister of Planning and National Development (for overview of the economy, national development agenda and current concerns)




Kurumba Maldives

15:30
Visit to Maafushi Detention Centre

Sunday, 27 March 2005

08:30
Depart Hotel for Male’

09:00 – 10:00
Meeting with Members of the Human Rights Commission of the Maldives 



Office of the Human Rights Commissioner

10:30
Depart Male’ for Male’ International Airport

11:00 – 11:15
Courtesy Call on His Excellency Mr Maumoon Abdul Gayoom, President of the Republic of the Maldives



VVIP Lounge, Male’ International Airport

11:20
Depart Male’ International Airport for Male’

11:30
Arrive at Male’

12:00 – 12:30
Courtesy Call on Honourable Abdulla Yameen, Minister of Trade and Industries at the 



Parliament Building

12:45
Depart Male’ for Male’ International Airport

13:00
Arrive at Male’ International Airport


Depart to Haafushi and Maamigli by seaplane

18:00
Return to Resort

19:00
Reception hosted by Mr Ahmed Mujuthaba, Chairman of the Human Rights Commission

Monday, 28 March 2005

10:00
Meeting with opposition members of the People's Majlis



Bandos Resort

11:50
Depart Hotel for Male’

12:30
Working Lunch hosted by Mr Ahmed Thasmeen Ali, Deputy Speaker of the People’s Majlis




Nasandura Palace Hotel

15:00
Return to Hotel

18:00
Depart Hotel for

18:30 – 19:15
Courtesy Call on the Speaker of the People’s Majlis Honourable Ahmed Zahir and Deputy Speaker Mr Ahmed Thasmeen Ali



Fullmoon Beach Resort

19:15 – 20:00
Courtesy Call on the President of the People’s Special Majlis Honourable Abbas Ibrahim and Mr Mohamed Nasheed, Vice-President of the People’s Special Majlis

20:30
Reception and Dinner hosted by the President of the People’s Special Majlis Honourable Abbas Ibrahim

Tuesday, 29 March 2005

08:40
Depart Resort for Male'

09:20 - 09:40
Meeting with prisoners of  opinion Mr Mohamed Zaki, Mr Ahmad Didi, 


Ms Fatimath Nisreen



Hotel Central

10:00 – 10:30
Press Conference



Parliament Building

11:00 
Meeting with Members of the People’s Special Majlis




Parliament Building

13:00
Return to Hotel

Wednesday, 30 March 2005

00:45
Depart for airport

02:25
Departures to Europe

� Original programme including 'departure for Galmatiyawa village and Ulpathwewa for meeting with beneficiaries (farmers, leaders of farm organizations, women community based organizations) and view tank renovation work' was cancelled due to hartal
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